
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

ht the
 R

om
a

ns a
lo

ng
 the w

a
ll. L

arg
er forts a

lon
g the w

a
ll a

lso
 served

 as base
s from

 w
h

ich
 

ans to pass throu
g

h
ntier. 

 m
ilitary zo

n
e at the w

a
ll itse

lf, and the civilian are
a

s im
m

ediately to the south.  M
odifications

 

Roman Legionary 

Hadrian’s wall 

Britain 

H
a

d
r

ia
n

s W
a

ll
 H

adrian
’s W

all w
a

s co
nstructe

d betw
e

en 12
0

 and 130 C
E

 d
urin

g the re
ign of the R

om
an em

peror H
a

drian.  T
he w

o
rk w

a
s d

one b
y

soldiers from
 three

 le
gio

ns station
ed in B

ritain; th
e II A

ug
usta, X

X
 V

aleria V
ictrix, and the V

I V
ictrix.  B

y th
e tim

e of H
adrian, th

e
R

om
a

n E
m

p
ire h

ad becom
e

 overe
xten

ded.  H
adrian

 w
as m

ore
 interested in consolid

ating
 his em

pire tha
n in con

quering
 n

e
w

territories.  H
is policy w

as to establish, a
nd defen

d, w
e

ll-d
efine

d frontiers.  80 R
om

an m
iles, or 73 m

odern m
iles (1

17km
) of w

a
ll

w
e

re constructed to sep
arate the R

om
ans from

 the barb
arians to th

e n
orth.  T

his w
a

ll stretched
 all the w

a
y across B

ritain from
 ea

st
coast to w

e
st coast.  T

he w
a

ll served as the northern m
ost frontier of the R

om
an E

m
p

ire.
 T

he w
a

ll w
a

s not constructed to w
ithstand a heavy assault, but rather to guard against sm

all-scale attacks. It w
as prim

arily the
C

ale
do

nii trib
e

 of the
 C

elts w
ho fo

ug
R

om
a

n leg
io

ns could strike at the C
elts.

 C
onstruction w

as do
ne in tw

o
 sections.  T

he
 first 44m

ile (7
3km

) sectio
n, from

 N
e

w
castle

-on-the-T
yn

e to the R
iver Irth

ing w
a

s built
of stone.  H

ere
 the w

all w
as 1

0’ (3m
) thick a

nd 1
5’ (4.3m

) h
igh.  T

he w
a

ll w
a

s m
ad

e of a core of rou
gh stones a

nd m
ortar faced w

ith
sandsto

ne.  T
he seco

nd section, from
 the R

iver Irthin
g to B

o
w

ness-on-the-S
o

lw
a

y stre
tched for 31 m

iles (5
0km

).  H
ere the w

a
ll

w
a

s tw
ice as w

ide
 b

ut w
a

s built of earth. Later th
is section w

as reb
uilt in sto

ne.  G
ate

s for m
ilitary a

nd civili
w

e
re inclu

de
d alo

ng the w
a

ll.  T
hese allo

w
e

d
 for the control of trade an

d the m
ovem

e
nt of peop

le across the fro
 T

o the north of the w
a

ll, the R
om

ans a
dde

d a 27’w
id

e an
d 10’-12’ d

ee
p ditch.   T

o the south of the w
a

ll, the R
om

a
ns bu

ilt a m
ilitary

road
 so th

at le
gio

naries co
uld

 be
 qu

ickly m
a

rched
 to vario

u
s places alo

ng
 the w

a
ll.  L

ater, the va
llum

 w
a

s ad
ded

 to th
e south side

of H
adrian

’s w
all.  T

his ditch w
a

s surroun
de

d b
y e

arth m
o

u
nds, an

d e
xte

n
ded for the len

gth of the w
a

ll.  T
his seem

s to have b
e

e
n

designe
d as a bou

nd
ary betw

een the
w

e
re m

a
de throug

ho
ut H

adrian’s tim
e

 Later, b
etw

ee
n

 142
 a

nd 158
 C

E
, the R

om
a

n F
rontier w

as m
oved

 farther north.  A
 ne

w
 defe

nsive
 w

a
ll, the A

ntonine
 W

all, w
a

s
constructed across the narro

w
e

st part of w
hat is no

w
 S

co
tland. H

a
dria

n’s w
a

ll w
as reo

ccupied b
etw

e
en 20

8-2
11 C

E
, during th

e
reign of S

everus. 
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A
ttach W

all here - parapet faces the enem
y 
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Instructions: 
 
1. For best results, copy the pattern onto cardstock. 
2. Color the Wall gray before cutting it out.  
3. Cut along the solid lines. 
4. Use the dull side of a pair of scissors to crease along the dashed fold lines. 
5. Assemble the wall by gluing the backside of the parapets to each other. Fold and glue

the end pieces with the tabs to the inside of the model. 
6. Attach the Wall to the Base. 

Hadrian’s Wall  


